
    
     

 
              

      
      

                  
         

          
        

     
        

         
             

         
          

        
          

           
             

        
              

            
        

        
       

               
            

           
           

            
               

            
            

         
           

             
             

      
         

       
           

         
          

    
 

CAP Training Held In Gainesboro
By Pamela Walton and 2nd Lt. Kimberly Bennett

Pic: (L-R) 2nd Lt. Thomas A Frey, Major Chuck James, 1st Lt Steve Knepp, and State
Director John Carnduff prepare for the simulated mission.
Pic: (Teams are briefed on their missions.)

More than 40 cadets and senior members from Civil Air Patrol (CAP) squadrons in 
Tennessee participated in an Air Force search and rescue training event at the airport on 
August 16th. Squadrons from Chattanooga, Knoxville, Nashville and Smyrna took part in 
the extensive training provided. The training was hosted by the Group 3 Headquarters 
and planned by JC resident, Major Hugh Cameron, who designed the mission using 
simulated scenarios presented to aircrews, ground teams and base staff with the objective 
of sharpening their problem solving capabilities in the event of an emergency. 

Cameron, a CAP member for 7 years, has been the Emergency Services Training 
Officer for Group 3 since April 2008. “Leadership and decision making are always part 
of our challenge,” said Cameron, as he summarized the day’s training. “We examined 
those today and did well. We learned what areas needed work.” 

Both ground and air teams were assigned various missions and tested with additional 
tasks while in the field. This type of realistic training helps members maintain a high 
level of preparedness in the event of an actual mission. During the training, ground teams 
consisting of both senior members and cadets, ages 12-18 trained in various scenarios. 
One key simulation, which has been a real concern in our area, was that of a flood as a 
result of the Wolf Creek Dam failing. Teams were to assess any bridge damage and track 
chemical spills as directed by the agency requesting the mission. Incident Commander, 
Maj. Jeff Wreyford, of the Smyrna Composite Squadron directed aircrews on mission 
tasks, and Maj. Fred Koenig directed the ground crews. 

Cadet Lt Col., Corey Tuttle, with the Berryfield Composite Squadron out of Nashville, 
who participated as part of one of the ground teams said, “The chemical spill scenario 
was challenging and unique, something that I have not encountered on a previous training 
exercise.“ Mission pilot, 1st Lt. Steve Knepp, from a Senior Squadron based at McGhee 
Tyson Airport in Knoxville said, “One of the greatest challenges an air crew faces during 
a mission is getting to the target area with regard to terrain, weather and other factors in a 
way that does not compromise the safety of both air crew and ground teams.“ 

Aircrews worked with ground teams in locating rafters and a lost hiker. Mission pilot, 
Maj. Chuck James, Commander of the Smyrna Composite Squadron commented, “The 
mission was a success. We found the target. We are prepared to adjust to challenging 
situations and those challenges create new learning opportunities.” 

Civil Air Patrol members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as 
mentors to the nearly 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet 
programs. There are over 1,000 members in Tennessee. CAP has been performing 
missions for America for more than 66 years. 

Volunteers are also involved in many community service activities such as: Remote 
Area Medical, Wreaths Across America and Operation Christmas Child. For information 
their website is: www.gocivilairpatrol.com, or you may contact 2nd Lt. Kimberly Bennett 
@ 865-382-5130 or bennettcap@mac.com. 


