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Just as the Civil Air Patrol readies across the southeast, volunteers here in Tennessee are preparing in the event that they are called.  Aircraft and vehicles have been verified on resource rosters, fueled and inspected across the state.  These preparations will allow CAP volunteers to safely and efficiently depart for any areas affected by this storm.  

Air crews are preparing aircraft and gathering supplies.  Additionally they are checking availability of crew members who can deploy for a 36-48 hour time period out-of-state.  Each crew is comprised of three volunteer members; mission pilot, mission observer, and mission scanner.  These three work together to accomplish search and rescue missions as well as damage assessment missions like those done in Jackson Tennessee after the tornados in February 2008. 

Col. Barry Melton, Tennessee Wing Commander, said “Along with our efforts to prepare our Emergency Services volunteers, we are ready to assist the Red Cross or any other organizations that need our help with any evacuees that may come into Tennessee as a result of this storm.  After Hurricane Katrina, many of our volunteers across the state assisted with this effort and we are again standing ready if we are needed.” 

Melton also mentioned that CAP was represented at the State EOC in Nashville today, Friday, August 29, and received a firsthand update on the preparations the state is making in anticipation of Gustav.  CAP has a regular seat at the SEOC.

One ground team has been assembled here in Knoxville and is lead by Capt. Bill Matula, Commander of the McGhee Tyson Squadron.  Matula said “I have been in contact with my team members and they are all double checking their packs and supplies and are prepared to be gone for as many as 5 days if necessary”.  “This is a scenario we have practiced and my team is more than ready to help if called upon.”

With more than 1,000 members here in Tennessee, CAP volunteers are also involved in many community service activities.   Local squadrons partner with organizations such as Remote Area Medical, Wreaths Across America and Operation Christmas Child.  For more information about CAP including squadrons in your area, please visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with more than 56,000 members nationwide.  Its volunteers perform homeland security, disaster relief and counter-drug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies.  The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the nearly 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs.  CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 66 years.
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