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For immediate release

October 17, 2005
CIVIL AIR PATROL RECOGNIZES ACHIEVEMENTS

At its October meeting, the newly formed Choo Choo Senior Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol recognized the achievement of its members.  The squadron was chartered, with ten members, in late April, 2005.  The founding members were committed to establishing a professional, well trained organization to meet the overall needs of CAP.  In the five months since their inception, they have done a remarkable job.

Eight members earned Technician Ratings in various CAP Specialty Tracks such as Safety, Administration, Public Affairs, Flight Operations, Health Services and Finance.  Two members have completed a USAir Force correspondence course for Senior Officers and attended a Squadron Leadership School.  Four members earned the General Chuck Yeager Award for completing the Aerospace Education Course.

To meet the Search and Rescue Mission of CAP, members have qualified for the following mission skills:  Air Operations Branch Director (3), Cadet Orientation Pilot (2), CAP Check Pilot (1), CAP Instructor Pilot (1), Mission Scanner (5), Mission Observer (2), Mission Pilot – SAR/DR (2), Transport Mission Pilot (2), Mission Staff Assistant (3), Mission Safety Officer (1), and CAP Radio Operators (5).  

In addition, the Choo Choo squadron has conducted training in the operation the Satellite Digital Imaging System (SDIS) and aircraft GPS search pattern systems.  With SDIS, digital photographs are taken, downloaded to a computer, sent thru a satellite cell phone to mission base.  GPS use in the aircraft helps the pilot track search patterns making the rescue search more precise. In September, the squadron hosted a training mission where SDIS and GPS SAR patterns were used to photograph many critical sites in the area for Tennessee Emergency Management Agency.

Since the squadron was founded the membership has increased with the addition of four new members and one transfer.  While the current members primarily are pilots, CAP is open to anyone interested in being part of an aeronautical support unit.  The Choo Choo Squadron meets at the Chattanooga airport on the first Thursday of the month.  CAP is the Auxiliary of the US Air Force.  For more information email cap-tn-192@comcast.net  or go on line to www.cap.gov








P.O. Box 23701 ( 8338 Harvest Oak Lane (  Chattanooga, TN 37422 ( 423-280-2892 ( Fax   423-642-5978

